THE 


Methodift Magazine. 


For OCTOBER 1797. 
—_— “ES 2>> 
SERMON KI. 


On 1 CoRINTHIANS Vil. 35. 


This I fpeak—that ye may attend upon the Lord without 
diftraéion, 


LMOST in every part of our nation, more 
“A efpecially in the large and populous towns, we’ 
hear a general complaint among fenfible perfons, of 
the ftill  increafing arffipaticn. It is obferved to diffufe 
itfelf more and more in the court, the city, and the 
country. From the continual mention which is made 
of this, and the continual declamations againft it, one 
would naturally imagine that a word fo commonly ufed 
was perfectly underftood. Yet it may be doubted 
whether it be orno. Nay we may very fafely affirm, 
that few of thofe who frequently ufe the term, under- 
ftand what it means. One-reafon of this is, thar al- 
though the thing-has been long among us, efpecially 
fince the time of king Charles the fecond, (one of 
the moft diffipate. mortals that ever breat! ied) yet the 
word is not of long flanding. It was hardly heard of 
fifty years ago; and not much be ‘the the prefent reign. 
So lately has it been imported: and yer it is fo inevery 
one’s mouth, that it is alread Jy worn thread: bare, being 
one of the cant-words of the ‘day. 

2. Another reafon why it is fo little underftood may 
be, that among «the numberleis writers that fwarm 
about us, there isnot one, (at leaft whom I have feen) 
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® shat has publifhed fo much as a fixpenny pamphlet 
concerning it. We have indeed one fhort Efiay upon 
the fubject: but exceeding few have feen it, as it ftands 
in the midft of a volume of effays, the author of which 
is little known in the world. And even this is fo far 
from going to the bottom of the fubjeét, that it only 
flightly glances over it: and does not fo much as give 
us one definition of difipation, (which I looked nar- 
rowly for) from the beginning to the end. 

3. We are accuftomed to {peak of diffipation, as 
having refpect chiefly, if not wholly to the outward 
behaviour; to the manner of life. But it is within, 
before it appears without: it is in the heart, before it 
it is feen in the outward converfation. There mutt be 
a diffipated fpirit, before there is a diffipated manner 
of life. But what is diffipation of fpirit? This is the 
firft and the grand enquiry. 

4. God created all things for himfelf; more efpe- 
cially all intelligent fpirits. (And indeed it feems that 
intelligence, in fome kind or degree, is infeparable 
from fpiritual beings ; that intelligence is as effential to 
fpirits, as extention is to matter.) He made thefe 
more diretly for himfelf, to know, love, and_ enjoy 
him. As the fun is the centre of the folar fyftem, 
fo (as far as we may compare material things with {pi- 
ritual) we need not fcruple to affirm, that God is the 
centre of fpirits. And as longas they are united to 
him, centred {pirits are at reft: they are at reft fo long, 
and no longer, as they attend upon the Lord without dif- 
traciion. 

5. Thisexpreflion of the Apoftle, (not to encumber 
ourlelves at prefent with the particular occafions of 
his fpeaking it) is exceeding peculiar: apo¢ ro ei-rpéredyn 
2% xvpla’ “Lhe word which we render attend upon, literally 
means, fitting in a good pofture for hearing. And 
therein St. Paul undoubtedly alluded to Mary fitting 
at the Mafter’s feet, Luke x. 39. Mean time Martha 
was cumbered with much ferving, was diffradled, diffipat- 
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‘ed: ayusrkro, It is the very expreffion from whence 
St. Paul. takes the word which we render, «without 
diftratiion. 

6. And even as much ferving diffipated the thoughts 
of Martha, and diftracted her from attending to her 
Lord’s words, fo a thoufand things which daily occur 
are apt to diffipate our thoughts, and diftra& us from 
attending to his voice, who 1s continually ipeaking to 
our hearts: 1 mean, to all that hften to his voice. 
We are encompafied on ali fides with perfons and 
things that tend to draw us from our centre. Indeed 
every creature, if we are not continually on our guard, 
wil! draw us from our Creator. The whole vifible 
world, all we fee, hear or touch, all the objeéts either 
of our fenies or underftanding, have a tendency to 
difipate our thou: thes from the invifible world, and to 
diitract our minds from attending to Him, who is 
both the Author and End of our being. 

7. This is the more eafily done, becaufe we are all 
by nature 4300, Atheifts in the world: and that in fo high 
a degree that it requires no lefs than an Almighty 
Power, to counteract that tendency to diffipation, 
which is in every human fpirit, and to reftore the 
capacity of attending to God, and fixing itfclf on him. 
For this cannot be done, till we are new creatures, till 
we are created anew in Chriit Jefus, till the fame 
power which made the world, make us a@ clean heart, 
and renew a right (pirit within us. 

8. But who is he that is thus renewed? He that be- 
lieveth in the name of the Son of God. He alone 
that believeth on the Lord Jefus Chirift is thus dora of 
Ged. Itis by this faith alone, that he is created anew 
in or through Chrift Fefus, that he is reftored to the 
image of God, wherein he was created, and again 
centred in God, or as the Apoftle exprefles i , joined te 
the Lord in ene fpirit. Yet even then the believer may 
find in himfelf, the remains of that carval mind, that 
natural tendency to reft in created good,.to acquiefee in 
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vifible things, which without continual care will prefs 
down hts foul, and draw him from his Creator. Here- 
in the world, the men chat know not God, will never 
fail to join; at fometimes with defign, and at other 
times perhaps without defign: for their very ipirit is 
infectious, and infenfibly changes ours into its own 
likenefs. And we may be well affured, the prince of 
this world, the devil, will affift them with all his might. 
He will labour with all his ftrength, and what is far more 
dangerous, with all his fubtility, if by any means he 
may draw us away from our fmplicity towards Chrift ; 
from our fimple adherence to him, from our union with 
him, through whom we are allo united in one {pirit to 
the Father. 

But nothing is more certain than this, that though 
he may tempt the ftrongeft believer, to give up his 
fimplicity tewards Chrifi, and {eatter his thoughts and 
defires among worldly objeéts: yet he cannot force 
even the weakeft; ior the grace of God is ftill fufficient 
for him. The fame grace which at firft united him to 
God, is able to continue that happy union, in fpite of 
all the rage, and all the ftrength, and all the fubtilty of 
the enemy. God has never left himfelf without wit- 
neis, that he has power to deliver them that truft in 
him, as out of every temptation that can affauic them, 
fo out of this in particular. He has ftill a lictle flock 
who do in fact attend upon him without diftraéiin: who 
cleaving to him with full purpofe are not diffipated 
from him, no not for a moment; but rejoice evermore, 
pray without ceafing, and in every thing give thanks. 

10. But fo far as any one yields to this temptation, 
fo far he is difipated. The original word properly fig- 
nifies to Sek or /catter, So the Sun diffipates, that 
is, {catters the clouds; the wind diffipates, or fcatters 

the dufl. And by an ealy metaphor, our thoughts are 
faid to be diffipated, when they are irregularly fcatter- 
ed up and down, In like manner our defires are diffi- 
pated, when they are unhinged from God, their. pro- 
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per centre, and fcattered to and fro among the poor, 
perifhing, unfatisfying things of the world. And in- 
deed it may be faid of every man that is a ftranger to 


the grace of God, that all his paffions are diffipated, 


** Scatter’d o’er all the earth abroad, 
Immeafurably far from God.” 


11. Diffraétion, in St. Paul’s fenfe, is nearly allied 
to or rather the fame with Difflipation: confequently 
to actend upon the Lord witheut diftraétion, is the fame 
as to attend upon the Lord without diff:pation. But 
whenever the mind is unhinged from God, it is fo far 
diffipated or diftracted. Diffipation then in general 
may be defined, ‘The uncentring the foul from God. 
And whatever uncentres the mind from God does pro- 
perly diffipate us. 

12. Hence we may eafily learn, what is the proper, 
direct meaning of that common expreflion, a difipated 
man. "ie is a man that is feparated from God, that is 
difunited from his centre, whether this be occafioned 
by hurry of bufinefs, by fecking honour or prefermenc, 
or by fondnefs for diverfions, for filly pleafure ("ealled, 
or for any trifle under the fun. The vulgarpit is truc, 
commonly confine this character to thofe wh are vio- 
lently attached to women, gaming, drinking; to danc- 
ing, balls, races, orthe poor, childifh diverfion of “ run- 
ning foxes and hares out of breath.” But ic equally 
belongs to the ferious fool who forgéts God, by ‘a 
clofe attention to any worldly employment, fuppole it 
were of the moft elegant, or the moft important kind. 
A man may be as much diffipated from God, by the 
ftudy of the mathematics or aftronomy, as by fondnels 
for cards or hounds. Whoever is habitually inatten- 
tive to the prefence and will of his Creator, he is a 
aifipated man. ' 

13. Hence we may likewile learn, That a difipated 


life is not barely that of a powdered beau, of a petit- 
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maitre, a gamefter, a woman-hunter, a play-honfe 
hunter, a fox-hunter, or a fhatterbrain of any kind, 
but the life of an honourable ftatefman, a gentleman, 
or a merchant, that is without God in the world. Axree- 
able to this, a di/fipated age ({uch as is the prefent, per- 
haps beyond alli that ever were, at leaft, that are re- 
corded in hiftory) is an age wherein God is general] 
forgotten. And a difipated nation (fuch as England |s 
at prefent ina fuperlative degree) is a nation, a vail 
majority of which have not God ia all their thoughts. 

14. A plain confequence of thefe obiervations is, 
(what fome may efteem a paradox) That Difipation, 
in the full, general meaning of the word, is the very: 
fame thing with Ungodlinefs. Vine name is new; but 
the thing is undoubtedly almoft as old as the creation. 
And this is at prefent the peculiar glory of England, 
wherein it is not equalléd by any nation under heaven. 
We therefore {peak an unqueftionable truth when we 
fay, Thereis not on the face of the earth, another xa- 
tion (at leaft that we ever heard of) fo perfeétly difi- 
pated and ungodly: not only fo totally without God in 
the world, but fo openly fetting him at defiance. There 
never#was an age that we read of in hittory, fince Julius 
Czefar, fimee Noah, fince Adam, wherein Diffipation 
or Ung@dlinefs did fo geuerally prevail, both among 
high and low, rich and poor. 

15. But ftill, blefled be God ! 

« All are not loft! There be who faith prefer 
And piety to God !” 

There are fome, [truft more than even thoufand, yea 
or ten times that number in England, who have.not yet 
bowed either their knee or their heart, to the god of this 
world: who cleaving clofe to the God of heaven, are 
not borne away by the flood, by the general, the al- 
moft univerfal torrent of dif/ipation or ungodlinels. 
They are not of the mind of gentle Cri/pus. 


Quai nunquam direxit brachia contra Torrentem : 
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<< Who never attempted to fwim againft the ftream.’ 
They dare fwim againft the ftream. Each of them 
¢an truly fay, 


Non me, qui cetera vincit 
Impetus, et rapido contrerius evebor orbi, 


If they cannot turn the tide back, they can at leaft bear 
an open teflimeny againtt i it. ‘They are therefore free 
from the blood of their ungodly countrymen: it muft 
be upon their own head. 

16. But by what means may we avoid the being 
carried away by the overflowing ftream of difipation ? 
Jr is not difficult for thofe who believe the {cripture, to 
give an aniwer to this queftion. Now I really believe 
the Bible to be the word of God: and on that fup- 
pofition IT anfwer, The radical,cure of all diffipation, 
is the faith that worketh by love. If therefore you would 
be free from this evil difeafe, firft continue fedfaft in the 
faith. Yn that faith which brings the /pirit of adoption, 
crying in your beert, Abba, Father ; WwW ‘hereby you are 
enabled to teft ity, The life witch I now live, I live by 
fat ith in the Son of Ged, who leved ie and cavelibimpelf 
for me. By this faith you fee him that is invifible, and fet 
the Lord alw ays before you. -Next, building youtfelmes up 
in your molt holy faith, Leep yourfelves in the love of God, 
waiting for the mercy of our Lord Fefus Chrift, unto ever- 
lofting life. And as long as you walk by this rule, you 
will be fuperior to all diffipation. 

gtlow exactly does this agree (though there is a 
ditt rence in the expreffion) with that obfervation of 
pious inate: * Simplicity and Purity are the two 
wings, which liftthe foul upto heaven. Simplicity is 
in the intention, Purity in the affection.”” For what 
is this but (in the Apoftle’s language) fimple faith 

working by love? By that Simplicity you always fee 
God, and by Purity you love him! Whar is it, but 
having (as one of the ancients fpeaks) “ the love of 
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the foul fixt upon God?” And as long as your foul is 
in this pofture, diffipation can have no place, 

18. It is with great judgment therefore that the great 
and good Bithop Taylor, in his ‘‘ Rules of Holy Liv- 
ing and Dying,” (of whom Bifhop Warburton, a perfon 
not very prone to commend, ufed to fay “I have no 
conception of a greater Genius on earth, than Dr, 
Ferenuab Taylor,” premiies to all his other rules, thofe 
concerning Purity of Intention. And has he not the 
authority of our Lord himfelf fo to do? who Iays it 
down as an univerfal maxim, Jf thine eye be fingle, iy 
whole body fhall be full of light. Singiy aim at God: 
every ftep thou takeft, eye him alone. Purfue one 
thing; happinefs in knowing, in loving, in ferving 
God. Then fhall thy foul be full of light; full of the 
light of the glory of God, of his glorious love, fhining 
se" thee at the face of Jefus Chrift. 

Can any thing be a greater help to univerfal ho- 
ee than the continually {eeing the light of his glory? 
It is no wonder then that fo many wife and good men 
have recommended, to all who defire to be truly reli- 
gious, The exercife of the prefence of God. But in 
cdoingghis, fome of thofe holy men feem to have fallen 
into one miftake: (particularly, an excellent Writer 
of our own country, in his letters concerning “ The 
Spirit of Prayer.”) They put men wholly unawakened, 
unconvinced of fin, upon this exercife, at their very 
entrance into religion: whereas this certainly fhould 
not be firft, but rather one of the laft things. They 
fhould begin with Te EDERAL the knowledge of them- 
felves, of their finfulnefs, guilt and helplefinefs.’ “They 
fhould be inftruéted next to feek peace with’ God, 
through our Lord Jefus Chrift. Then let them be 
taught to retain what they have received, to walk in the 
light of bis countenance ; yea to walk in the light as be 1s m 
the light, without any darknefs at all, till zhe blood of 
Fefus Chrift cleenfeth them from ail fin. 
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20. It was from a full conviction of the abfolute ne- 
ceffity there is, of a Chriftian’s fetting the Lord aiways 
before him, that a fet of young gentlemen in Oxford, 

who many years ago ufed to {pend molt of their even- 
ings together, in order to affift each other in working 
out their falvation, placed that queftion firft, in their 
{cheme of daily felf-examination, * Have I been /. nple 
and recolle&ed in all J faid or did? Have I bee n sme | ? 

hat is, fetting the Lord always before me, and ae 
every thing with a fingle view of pleafing him ? Recal 
letfed, thatis, quickly ¢ oathering in my {catered th oushts, 
recovering my fimplicity, it I had been in any wife 
drawn from it, by men or devils, or oy my own evil 
heart ?”” By this means they were preferved from difli- 
pation, and were enabled each of them to fay, “ B 
the grace of God this one thing I do (at leaft, it is my 
conitant aim) I fee God: I love God: If ferve God: 
I clorify him with my body and with my fpirit.” 

a1. The fame thing feems to be intended by two 
uncommon words, which are frequently found in the 
wriings of thofe pious men, who are ufually ftyled 
Myttics. I mean, ntroverfion and Extroverfien. -Ex- 
amine yourfelves, fays St. Paul to the Corinthians, and 
in them to the Chriftians of all ages, Know ye not that 
Chrift ts in you,*except ye be reprebates? That is un- 
believers, unable to bear the touchftone of God’s 
word. Now the attending tothe voice of Chrift with- 
in you, is what they term IJntroverfion. The turning 
the eye of the mind from him to outward things, they 
call Extroverficn. By this your thoughts wander from 
God, and you are properly diffipated : whereas by In- 
troverfion, you may be always fenfible of his loving 
prefence. You continually hearken to whatever it 
pleafes your Lord to fay to your heart. And if you 
continually liften to his inward voice, you will be kept 
— all diflipation. 

We may laftly learn hence, what judgment to 
Pa m of what is frequently urged in favour 7, the Eng- 
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, fifa nation, and of the prefent age, namely that in 
~ other refpects England ftands on a level with other 
nations, and the prefent age ftands upon a level with 
any of the preceding. Only itis allowed, we are more 
difipated than our neighbours, and this age is more 
diflipated than the preceding ages. Nay, if-this is 
allowed, all is allowed. It is allowed that this nation 
is worle than any of the neighbouring nations: and that 
this age is worfe, effentially worfe, than any of the 
preceding ages. For as Diffipation or Ungodlinefs is 
the parent ofall fin, of all unrighteoufnefs, of unmer- 
cifulnefs, injuftice, fraud, perfidy; of every poffible 
evil temper, evil word or evil action, fo it in effec 
comprifes them all. Whatfoever things are impure, 
whatfoever things are of evil report, whatfoever things 
are unholy: if there be any vice, all thefe are included 
in Ungodlinefs, ufually termed Diflipation. Let not 
therefore any lover of virtue and truth fay one word in 
favour of this monfter: let no lover of mankind once 
open his mouth, to extenuate the guilt of it. Abhor 
it, as you would abhor the devil, whofe offspring and 


likeneis it is. Abhor it, as you would abhor the ex- 
tinction of all virtue, and the univerfal prevalence of 
anearthly, fenfual, es thie fpirit ; and flee from it as 
you would flee (if you faw it open before you) ¢be lake 
of fire burning with brimstone. 


— | -< = > Foden 


An Extra from A Survey of the Wispom of Gop ™ 
the CREATION. 


Continued from page 400. | 


On DEATH 


HE greateft number of mankind die without fen- 
fation ; ; and of thofe few that ftill preferve their 
ficulties to the laft moment, there is fearce one that 
does not alfo preferve the hopes of ftill out-living his 
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diforder.. Nature, for the happinefs of man, has ren- 
dered this fentiment ftronger than his reafon. A perfon 
dying of an incurable diforder, which he muft know to 
be fo, by frequent examples cf his cafe; which he 
perceives to be fo, by the inguietude of all around 
him, by the tears of his friends, and the departure, or 
the face of the phyfician, is, neverthelefs, fill in hopes 
of getting over it. His intereft is fo great, that he 
only attends to his own reprefentations; the judg- 
ment of others is confidered as an hafty conclufion ; 
and while death every moment makes new inroads 
upon his conftitution, and deftroys- life in fome part, 
hope ftill feems to efcape the univerfal ruin, and 
is the laft that fubmits to the blow. 

Death, therefore, is not the terrible thing which we 
fuppofe it to be. It is a fpectre which frights us at a 
diftance, but which difappears when we come to ap- 
proach it more cloiely. Our ideas of its terrors are 
conceived in prejudice, and dreffled up by fancy; we 
regard it not only as the greateft misfortune, but alfo 
as an evi) accompanied with the moft excruciating tor- 
tures: we have even encreafed our apprehenfions, by 
reafoning on the extent of our fufferings. It muft be 
dreadful, fay fome, fince it is fufficient to feparate the 
foul from the bedy; it muft be long, fince our fuffer- 
ings are proportioned to the fucceffion of our ideas ; 
and thefe being painful, muft fucceed each other with 
extreme rapidity. In this manner falfe philofophy la- 
bours to augment the miferies of our nature, and ta 
ageravate that period, which Nature has kindly cover- 
ed with infenfibility. Neither the mind, nor the body, 
can fuffer thefe calamities ; the mind is, at that time, 
moftly without ideas, and the body too much enteebied, 
to be capable of perceiving its pain. A very acute 
pain produces either death, or fainting, which is a 
ftate fimilar to death: the body can fuffer but to a 
certain degree; if the torture becomes excefflive, it 
deftroys itfelf; and the mind ceafes to perceive, whem 
the body can no longer endure. 
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In this manner, exceffive pain admits of no reflec- 
tion ; and wherever there are any figns of it, we may 
be fure, that the fufferings of the patient are no great- 
er than what we ourletves may have remembered to 
endure. 

But, in the article of death, we have many inftances 
in which the dying perfon has fhewn, that very 
reflection that pre-fuppofes an abfence of great pain, 
and, confequently, that the pang which ends life cannot 
even be fo great as thofe which have preceded. Thus, 
when Charles XII. was fhot at the fiege of Frederick/bail, 
he was feen to clap his hand on the hilt of his fword; 
and although the blow was great enough to terminate 
one of the boldeit and braveft lives in the world, yet 
it was not painful enough to deftroy reflection. He 
perceived himfelf attacked, he reflected that he ought 
to defend himfelf, and his body obeyed the impuilfe 
of his mind, even in the laft extremity. Thus itis 
the prejudice of peifons in health, and not the body 
in pain, that makes us fuffer from the approach of 
death: we have, all our lives, contracted a habit of 
making out exceflive pleafures and pains ; and nothing 
but repeated experience fhews us, how feldom the one 
can be fufferec, or the other enjoyed tothe utmott. 

If there be any thing necefiary to confirm what we 
have faid, concerning the gradual ceffation of life, or 


. 5 . 
the infenfible approaches of our end, nothing can more 


effectually prove it, than the uncertainty of the figns of 
death. If we confule what Winflow or Brubier have 
faid upon this fubjeé&t, we fhall be convinced, that 
between life and death, the fhade is fo very undiflin- 
guifhable, that even all the powers of art can fcarcely 
determine where the one ends, and the other begins. 
The colour of the vilage, the warmth of the body, the 
fupplenefs of the joints, are but uncertain figns of life 
ftil! fubfifting ; while on the contrary, the palenefs of 
the complexion, the coldnefs of the body, the ftiff- 


nefs of the extremities, the ceffation of al] motion, 
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and the total infenfibility of the parts, are but uncer- 
tain marks of death begun. In the fame manner alfo, 
wich regard to the pulfe, and the breathing: thefe 
motions are often fo kept under, that it is impoffible 
to perceive them, By approaching a looking-glafs to 
the mouth of the perfon fuppofed to be dead, people 
often expect to find whether he breathes or not. 
But this is a very uncertain experiment. The glafs 
is frequently fullied by the vapour of the dead man’s 
body ; and often the perfon is ftill alive, although the 
glafs is no waytarnifhed. In the fame manner, neither 
burning, nor fcarifying, neither noifes in the ears, nor 
pungent {pirits applied to the noftrils, give certain 
figns of the difcontinuance of life; and there are many 
inftances of perfons who have endured them all, and 
afterwards recovered without any external affiftance, 
to the aftonifhment of the fpectators. How careful, 
therefore, fhould we be, before we commit thofe who 
are deareft to us to the grave, to be well affured of 
their departure. Experience, juftice, humanity, all 
perfuade us not to haften the funerals of our friends, 
but to keep their bodies unburied, until we have cer- 
tain figns of their real deceafe. 

Indeed, foon after the creation, when the earth was 
to be peopled by one man and one woman, the wile 
Providence of God prolonged the life of man to above 
goo years. After the flood, when there were three 
men to people the earth, their age was cut fhorter. 
And none of thefe patriarchs, except Shem, attained to 
five hundred years. In the next century none reached 
240. Inthe third, none but TJerab lived 200: men 
being then fo increafed, that they built cities, and di- 
vided into different nations. As their number in- 
creafed, the length of their lives diminifhed, till about 
the time of Mofs it was reduced to 70 or 80 years, 
where it ftands at this day. This is a good medium, 
fo that the earth is neither over-{tocked, nor kept too 
thin of inhabitants. If men were now to live to Methu- 
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Jelah’s age, of 969 years, or only to Abrabam’s of 175, 
the earth would be over- -peopled. If on the contrary, 
the age of man was limited (like that of divers other 
animals) to 10, 20, or 30 years, it would not be peo- 
pied enough. But at the prefent rate, the balance is 
nearly even, and life and death keep on an equal pace, 

This is highly remarkable, that wherever any ac- 
count has been taken, there is a certain rate and pro- 
portion in the propagation of mankind. Such a num- 
ber marry, and fo many are born, in proportion to the 
number of perfons in every town or nation. Andas to 
births, two things are very obfervable: one, the pro- 
portion of males and fem sales, fourteen males to thir- 
teen females, which is exactly agreeable to all the bills 
of mortality. And this furplufage of males allows one 
man to one woman, notwithftanding the cafualties to 
which men are expofed above women. The other is, 
that a few more are born, than appear to die in any 
place. This is an admirable provifion for extraordi- 
nary emergencies, to fupply unhealthy places, to make 
up the ravages of epidemic diftempers, and the de- 
predations of war; and to afford a fufficient number 
for colonies, in the yet unpeopled parts of the earth. 
On the other hand, thofe extraordinary expences, are 
not only a juft punifhment of fin, but alfo a wife 
means, to keep the balance of mankind even. So one 
would be ready to conclude, by confidering the A/iatic, 
and other more fertile countries, where prodigious 
multitudes are fwept away, by wars and plagues ; and 
ftill they remain full of people. 

A to the length of life, ithas been an antient opi- 
nion, that men lived longer in cold countries than in 
hot. But the reverfe is true. The inhabitants of the 
Caribbee Wands, ufually live a hundred and fifty years. 
In the Melucca IMands, the ordinary life of the natives 
is a hundred and thirty years. In Sumatra, fav a, and the 
neighbouring iflands, the life of the-iahabitants com- 
monly extends to a hundred and forty years: in the 
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realm of Cafiuby, to 150. The Brafiicns frequently 
jive 160 years, and many in Florida, and ‘Jacataa ftill 
longer. 

Nor is this at allimprobable. For there being no fuch 
inequality of weather in thofe climates as in ours, the 
body is not fhocked by fudden changes, but kept ina 
more equaltemper. And fickly perfons with us, when 
fixed to their beds, and kept in an equal degree of heat, 
are often found to hold out many years, who would 
otherwile fcarce have furvived one. 

Before concluding this head, we may obferve one 
more eminent inftance of the divine wifdom, ia 
the great variety, throughout the world, of men’s 
faces, voices, and hand-writings. Had men’s faces 
been caft in the fame mould, had their organs of 
fpeech given the fame found ; and had the fame ftrue- 
ture of mufcles and nerves given the hand the fame di- 
rection in writing; what confufion, what numberlefs 
inconveniences muft we be expofed to? No fecurity 
could have been to our perfons, nor certainty of our 
pofleffions. Our courts of juftice abundantly teftify 
the effeéts of miflaking men’s faces or hand-writing. 
But this the wife Creator has taken care to prevent 
from being a general cafe. A man’s face diftinguithes 
him in the light, as his voice does in the dark: «nd 
his hand-writing can ipeak for him when abjent, and 
fecure his contraéts to future generations. 

Laftly, How admirably has God iecured the ex- 
ecution of his original fentepce, upon every child of 
man, Dufi thou art, and unto duf? fhalt thou re tury P— 
From the moment we live, we prepare for death,’ by 
the adhefion of duft, mixed with all our aliments, to 
our native Guft; fo that whatever we eat or drink: 
prolong life, muft fap the foundation of ir. Thus, in 
{pite of all the wifdom of man, and all the precautions 
which can be uled, every moriel we take, poifons 
while it feeds, and brings us nearer to the duit from 
whence we came. 


[To be continued. | 
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An account of the Life of Mrs. Marcaret Baxter. 


{Written by her Hufband, Mr. -Richard Baxter, Author of the 
Saint’s Everlafting Reft. 


[ Continued from page 406. ] 


WILL add one more of her papers, containing 
her refolutions after her recovery from another fick- 
nefs, 

* December jo, was my worft day. I did not then 
think to be alive this day. I ought not to forget it. 
On January the firft, I bled at the nofe largely, and 
afterwards mended. The fourth day was kept in hu- 
miliation for me. , 

“ When I thought I fhould die, I was more than 
ordinarily fenfible of my unprofitable life, and had 
fuch convictions as people in my condition ufually 
have... On this I made the following refolutions. 

«1, I refolved that I would endeavour to get and 
keep a deep fenfe of the great mercy of God, in re- 
{toring me from the danger of death, in anfwer to 
prayer. This mercy I promifed to be thankful for; 
and to acknowledge other mercies as God fhould make 
me able. 

“9. I refolved, by God’s affiftanee, not to.confult 
with fiefh and biood, nor ftudy my carnal interett ; 
but would refolutely enter on my duty: and that | 
would mention my heart-rifings againft any thing that 
was propounded to me, which I judged unmeet. 
And I refolved, when I faw my duty, cheerfully to do 
it; and to keep a ienfe of the {weetnels of God’s love 
and mercy. 

“© 3, I refolved to pray and labour for a true fenfe 
of the fins of this nation in general; and in particular, 
of my own fins, and thofe of my relations. And that, 
till it fhould pleafe God to give me caule of rejoicing 
on behalf of my relations, and of my own foul’s reco- 
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yery, and fpiritual welfare, I would continue, with hu- 
miliation, to call on the Lord.” 

In another fragment fhe fays, “I begin already to 
be fenfible of my mif-ufing the helps which God hath 
given me. I know now in what manner I fhould love 
the means of grace, and to whatend. I fhould love 
them for God, and ufe them for him, and expec my 
greatelt comfort from him; and not from men and 
means themfelves. ‘This is no more than what I 
thought I had known long ago; but [never knew it 
indeed till now: and even now I do but begin to 
know it,’’ 


Though in her ftate of languifhing, fhe was caft 
down, and condemned herfelf as a gracelefs wretch ; 
yet fhe obftinately concealed it from all, fave a few 
fad complaints which fhe made to one who wrote fome 
fragments of them: which fhe afterwards extracted for 
her future ufe. I fhall here recite them for the fake of 
others who have the fame fears. 

On the mifcarriage of a relation troubling her. 
“ When God hath done fo much.for you, will you 
leave it in the power of an inconftant creature to trou- 
ble you, and rob youof your peace? Is joy in the Ho- 
ly Ghoft'fo fubject to the malice of your enemies, or 
the weaknefs of your friends ? Delight yourielf in an All- 
fufficient God, and he will be to you a fufficient de- 
light, and will give youthe defires of your heart. J 
fee you are yet imperfeé in felf-denial, while you are 
too fenfible to unkindneffes and crofies from your 
friends, and bear them with too much paffion and 
weaknefs. Know you not yet what the creature is? 
and how little is to be expected from it? Do you not 
ftill reckon to meet with fuch infirmities in the beit, 
as will be injurious to eran as they are troublefome 
to themfelves? It is God that we moft wrong, and yer 
he beareth with us: and fo muft we with one another. 
Had you expected that creatures fhould deal as crea- 
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tures, and finners as finners, how little of this kind of 
trouble had you felt? Take heed of too much regard 
to matters of mere reputation, and the thoughts of 
men; elfe you are like aleaf in the wind which will 
have no reft. Look on man as nothing, and be con- 
tent t6 approve yourfelf to God; and then fo much 
honour as is good for you, will follow. If every frailty 
and unkindnefs of the beft friends muft be your trou- 
ble, you will be impatient with the unavoidable de- 
pravity of mankind; and you may as well grieve that 
they were born in fin, and made your acquaintan 
It rather fhould be ufed as a mercy, to keep you 
inordinate “afiection to friends. It is a mercy zo ly 
driven from creature-reft, though it be by enemics, 
Keep a fixed apprehenfion of the inconfiderablenefs of 
all thefe little things that crofs you, and turn your 
eye to God, to Chrift, to Heaven; thefe things of 
unfpeakable weight, and you will have no room for 
thefe childith troubles. 

« Yet turn not the difcovery of this your weaknefs, 
into dejection; but amendment. I perceive that you 
are apter to hold to the fenfe of your own diftempers, 
than to think what counfelis given you againft them.” 


[ To be continued. ] 


; <DD> —— 


An Acccunt of the Maffacre at Paris: tranflated from the 
French of M. Boffuet, Bifhcp of Meaux. 


[ Continued from page 408.] 


HIE, alarm rung at the palace, on the great bell, 

ufed in extraordinary ceremonies, was to ferve 

fui afignal. The Duke of Guitfe was not afhamed tw 
undertake the execution. The firft crime which he 
pad committed in procuring the affaffination of the Ad- 





ACCOUNT OF A MASSACRE, xc. 451 


miral, was an engagement of him, in all the reft. Or- 
ders were fecretiy given to have him obeyed in the 
city, and alfo by the military. Arms were carried to 
the Louvre with as much fecrefy as poffible. Teligni 
had information of it, as well as of the private move- 
ment made by the military. The King told him, every 
thing was doing by his orders, to keep the populace, 
whom the Duke of Guife was endeavouring to raife, 
to their good behaviour. Upon this Teligni continued 
quiet, and even hindered his father-in-law from being 
warned. The night was already far advanced when 
the Duke of Guife began to give his orders. He com- 
manded the Mayor and Sheriffs, who had been pre- 

ared, without acquainting them with particulars, to 
sa their men in Teadinefs, and to repair to the rown- 
houle to get their orders. 

The mayor declared to the men whom he had hired; 
that the King had refolved to be rid that night ef all 
the Huguenots then in Paris; and that he had giyen 
orders at the fame time, that they fhould be treated ia 
the fame manner throughout his kingdom; and that 
therefore they fhould not fail to fall upon them at the 
fignal. He caufed them to put a fhiit fleeve upon 
their left arms, and a white crofs in their hats, chat 
they might know each other; and ordered that at a 
certain hour lanthorns fhould be lighted in all the win- 
dows. The hour of twelve was approaching, and rh 
Queen came and ftruck the laft flroke. As fhe per- 

elved the King grow pale, fhe faid to him, “ Have 
you not the refolution to rid yourfelf of men who have 
fo little regard for your authority?’ He was nettled, 
and bid them begin then. The Queen left him imme- 
diately, and gave the lait orders. 

A great mob gathered about the Louvre. The Jan- 
thorns were lighted. The Huguenots in furpriic, afted 
What was the matter? They were aniwered that ir Was 
a rejoicing at the Louvre. Some of them went.thi- 
ther, and wer commirftml to the guard-room, whit 
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the King, terrified at the orders he had given, com-. 
manded they fhould ftill delay ; but he was told there 
was no longer time for deliberation. The alarm rung 
at St. Germain de ]’Auxerrois, the parifh church next 
the Lotivre, and the Duke of Guile marched with a 
great retinue tothe Admiral’s. He awoke at the noiie, ° 
His firft thought was, that the Duke of Guife had made 
an infurrection among the people. Some fhots which 
he heard in his court, made him guefs that their aim 
was athim. He rofe out of bed, faid his prayers, told 
his fervants, without any emotion, that he plainly per- 
ceived he muft die, and that they might make their 
efcape as well as they could: for he had no further 
need of man’s affiftance. . 

Scarce had he ended, when he faw enter, witha 
drawn {word, a man who afked if he was the Admiral? 
“‘ Yes,” faid he, * young man;” fhewing him his 
grey hairs: and added, “ thou oughteft to refpect my 
age; but go on, thou wilt only deprive me of a few 
mihutés.”” The affaffin then ran the fword through 


-his body, and pierced him with feveral wounds. The 


Duke of Guife afked if he was dead, and to be affured 
of it, he wanted to fee his dead body; it was thrown 
out at the window to him. Teligni was killed at the 
fame time. 


[To be concluded in cur next. ] 
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® Some Account of Mr. Joun Furz, aged 65. 


[Continued from page 413.] 


10. NE day as I was going acrofs the market- 

place, I paft by a man at his labour. I felt 
all that was in me run out after him, in a manner | 
never felt before. Ipaft by him again and again: 
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and it was ftill the fame: I thought I could tell this 
man any thing, though I only knew him by fight, and 
had often heard, his father ufed to fay, with hishand on 
his breaft, ‘“ Ihave Chrift in my heart.” I afked 
him, ‘‘ Do you believe your father was a gogd man, 
and that he is gone to heaven?” He anfwered, “I 
do. He died finging the hundreth pfalm, juft as he 
uttered thofe words, 


«QO enter ye his gates with praife !” 


Jafked again, ‘‘ Are you willing to live his life and 
to die his death?”” He anfwered, the Lord knows 
thatl am. But, faid I, “ Do you believe there is 
any fuch thing, as knowing our fins forgiven now?” 
He. looked at me and paufed, and then faid,) “ I will 
tell you a fortnight hence.” ~~ 

11. That day fortnight went to his houfe, took 
him afide, and told him, ‘ Now you are to anfwer my 
gueftion.” He faid “I will: I do believe there is 
fuch a thing as knowing our fins forgiven mow, 
have been feeking it ever fince I {aw you; but I have 
not found it.” I defired him to walk with me to my 
houfe ; I took him into my chamber. We fat down 
together, and I told him freely what troubles F had 
paffed through, and how God had delivered me. 
Then I afked, “ Are you defirous of the fame blef- 
fing?” He anfwered, “ The Lord knows that I am.” 
We kneeled down, and I earneftly prayed; that Gad 
would make him a partaker of it. When I had done, 
he ftarted up, and went out of the room in halte, wirth- 
out {peaking one word. 

12. Inthe morning as I was looking out of my 
door, I heard one man fay to another, “Do you 
hear that John Kirby is run mad?” And about an 
hour after, I heard another afferting the fame thing. 
In the evening he came to my houfe, looked earneftly 


5 e : 
at me, and faid, “I amundone.” He then inftandly 
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turned and went away, giving me no time to fpeak to 
him, The next evening he came in the fame manner, 
I was fitting at a table reading. He ftruck the table 
with his hand, and faid, ** Iam undone to all eter- 
nity.”” He then went out haftily. I followed him to 
his houfe, and found him fitting filent, looking with a 
look of deep forrow. His wife fat locking at him, 
She faid to me, ‘ O fir, our family ‘is ruined.” I faid, 
“T hope not.” She faid again, with a flood of tears, 
“My hufband is diftracted.- He neither eats, nor 
drinks, nor fleeps.”” However I perfuaded him to go 
to bed, and went home. But I had not been long in 
bed, before he was knocking at the door, crying out, 
“ For Chrift’s fake, quickly, quickly: °I ran down 
undreft and let him in. He clafped me faft in his 
arms, and faid, “ I will never go.home more unlefs 
“you go with me.” I puton my clothes and led him 
home. AsIwentI advifed him to pray. But he 
faid, “‘i cannot; if I attempt to pray in,my chamber, 
Jam affrighted, and fol am, wherever I attempt it.” 
When | came to his houfe, I found a moft diltreft 
family ; his wife, his fon, and his daughters all weep- 
ing. I defired him to goto bed. He faid, he would 
never go into his chamber more, unlefs I would go 
with-him. I did fo, and faw him in bed, defiring 
his wife and children to go to bed alfo, and to be as 
ftill as poffible. ‘Then I returned home. Burt I had 
fearce been ia bed ten minutes, when he was knock- 
ing at the door with more earneftnefs than before; he 
again faid, “ I will never go home, unlefs you go with 
me?” I went the third time, when I came to his houte, 
the family was in bed. I heard his wife weeping. But 
he repeated, “ I will never go into the chamber again, 
unleis you go with me.” I faid, “QO, for fhame! 
Your wife is in bed.”’ She cried aloud, “ For 
Chrift’s fake, do not mind me, but bring my hufband 
up ftairs.”” She was fitting up in bed, in her night 
gown, bevtailing herfelf and her family. Atter feeing 
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him in bed, I kneeled down by the bed fide and com- 
mater him to God. 

In the morning he came to my houfe again. But 
Ay whole form of his: vilage was changed. He walked 
to and fro with tears dropping from his eyes. I afked, 
« How is it with you now?” He faid, ‘ Glory be to 
God! allis peace.” I defired him to fit down and tell 
me how this change came. He faid, “ As foon as 
you were gone, I looked up, and it appeared to me, 
as if the roof of my houfe was taken ‘away, fo that I 
faw the firmament. While I was wondering at this, a 
dark cloud arofe, which I thought was a thunder- 
cloud. The cloud was drawn afide, and left in view, 
Jefus Chrift, all befmeared with blood. He looked 
down upon me and faid, ** I have loved thee and given 


myfelf for thee! I felt the word in my heart, and all } 


guilt and fear, and forrow fled away. Now I know 
that I have an Advecate with the Father, Fefas Chrift the 

righteous, whois the propitiation for my fins.” We wept 
together for joy, and _praifed God for his abundant 
mercies beftowed upon us. 

14. From this time, as the fouls of David and Jo- 
nathan were knit together, fo were our fouls kgit to- 
gether in God. We had clofe fellowhhip with each 
other, and fat together as in heavenly places in Chrift 
Jefus. Neither of us were content to eat his morfel 
alone, but what was imparted to one, the other muft 
partake of: we gladly met together every evening, t 
pray with and for each other, and pour out our ‘fouls 
before God in thank{givings for all his mercies. Mean- 
time our hearts burned with defire, that all men might 
know this love of Chrift that pafleth knowledge. But 
how to impart what we had received to others we 
knew not, or which way to begin. 

15. After a while I heard, there was a company of 
Diflenters, that met together at a private houle every 
Sunday evening. I told my friend, 1 was in hopes they 
were partakers of the fame blefiing that we were. I 
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wrote a note, to defire leave for me and my friend to 
come and fit behind them. They fent word, we were 
welcome tocome. When we came, we found about 
ten of them fitting round a large tablevon which were 
the Bible and the news- -paper, with a decanter and 
glaffes. They were quite complaifant. They al] 
rofe up, and defired us to fit in rank with them. But 
Irefufed ; faying we will only fit in the place we named, 
that is behind you. They then began their evening 
exercife. Firft, they ridiculed the Vicar, particularly 
for his covetoufnefs.. Next, they drank one to another, 
and offered the glafs to us: but we did not drink, 
Then they related the faults of the Church-wardens 
and the Overfeers of the poor: till one read part of the 
News-paper, which gave occafion to difcourfe on the 
ftate of the nation. At laft, one of them read a chap- 
ter in the Bible: another looking at his watch, faid, 
* Blefs me! It is time to go home. It is paft ten 
o’clock.”” Burt faid one, we ought to go to prayer 
firft. But they were not agreed which of them fhould 
pray. At lait one of them ftood up againft the back 
of achair, fpoke a few "Words, and concluded. My 
friend.and I were kneeling together, | was weary with 
forbearing, and began earneitly to pray, that God 
would awaken them, and by his goodnef$ to lead them 
to repentance, that they might know the things which 
belonged to their everlafting peace. They turned about, 
and ftared at me, as if I had been fpeaking Greek. 
However they told us, we fhould be welcome to come 
again the next Sunday evening. 

16. The next Sunday evening we came again. But 
one of the company having told his neighbours, that | 
hac preached, I fuppote not lefs than a hundred per- 
fons were ftanding about the door. The man of the 
houfe afked them, “‘ What do you want?” And en- 
deavoured to keep them out. But when he ftood afide 


* for me and my friend to come in, they poured in after 


us. Ac firft he feemed difpleafed, but foon after called 
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to his wife, and faid, “ Bring me the Teftament.”’ 
He opened it; fat with it in his hand-for fome time ; 
then ftarting up came to me, with the book open, fay- 
ing, ‘If you hage a word of exhortation fay on.” The 
firft words prefented to my view were Romans viii. 1. 
There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Chrift Fefus, who walk not after the flefo, but after the Spi- 
rit. I had had no thought of exhorting or preaching 
to this hour. But now the power of God came upon 
| me, and enabled me to fpeak from an experimental 
knowledge, of freedom from condemnation. Now I 
was able to teftify, By grace 1 am faved through faith: 
not for any thiig that I have done: it is the gift of 
God. Many of them that ftood before me, felr the 
word and wept much. And from this time, by the 
help of God, I have continued to preach repentance tom 


ward Ged, and faith in our Lord Fefus Chrift. 


[ To be concluded in our next. ] 
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CTON-HILL, that parmof it in which the Mine 
is fituated, ig of a comi€absfigure : its perpendia 
cular height, next the river Dove, which runs clofe by 


’ 
is about feven hundred feet. its diameter, from the 
fame, quite through, about half a mile; the dpper flra- 
ta, or mould, is about fifteen inches thick, and pro- 
duces exceeding fine herbage for fheep and other cattle, 
which conftantly graze on its top and fides; and where 
the declevity will permit the plough, there very ‘ine 
wheat, barley, and oats are produced in great plenty. 
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‘This copper-mine was difcovered about thirty years 
ago by a Cornifh miner, who, in pafling over the hill, 
accidentally picked up a bit of ore, annexed to fome 
fine fpar, which that metal ufually adheres to. 

To take a view of this ftupendous copper-mine, you 
muft enter at an adit at the bafe of the hill by the river 
Dove, and proceed about four hundred yards, almoft 
in adirect line. At your entrance, for about fixty 
yards, it is four feet and a half high, walled up on 
each fide with good ftone mafonry; but afterwards jr. 
varies in its height, and rifes in fome places to fix feet, 
When youarrive at the centre, there is a {fpacious lodg- 
ment of timber, for landing and receiving the ore from 
below, which is drawn up by a man at a winch, (who 
generally works naked,) and is put into four wheel 
waggons that will hold about a ton and a half each. 
Thete waggons have caft brafs wheels, and are run in | 
grooves through the adit, by boys from twelve to four-, 
teen years of age with great facility. 

When on the lodgment, you behold a large hollow 

our head, at leaft two hundred and fifty yards 


over 
high, the fides of whith there is a paffage to the fum- 


but dangerous to attempt, as the timber works 
feem in a decayed ftate. "el : 


Thus far into the mountain, with 4 aid of lights it 
u 


os 


is ¢afy enough of accefs. The late Duke of Devon- 
fhire ventured to this platform, took a curfory view 
of the works, gave the miners ten guineas to drink, 
but returned immediately, not choofing to defcend be- 
low. Indeed fuch a horrid gloom, fuch rattling of 
waggons, noife of workmen, boaring of rocks under 
your feet, fuch explofions in blafting, and fuch a dread- 
ful guiph to defcend, prefent a fcene of terror, that 
few people who are not verfed in mining, care to pals 
through.’ 

From the platform the defcent is about one hundred 
and fixty yards, through different lodgments, by lad- 
ders, lobs, and crofs pieces of timber let into the rock, 
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to the place of action, where a new. {cene, ten*thou- 
fand times more aftonifhing than that -above, prefents 
itfelf; a place as horrible to view, as imagination can 
conceive. On the pafflage down, the conftant blafting 
of the rocks, ten times louder than the loudeft thunder, 
feems to roll and fhake the whole body of the mountain. 
When at.the bottom, ftrangers are obliged to take fhel- 
ter in a nitch cut in the rock, to avoid the effects of 
bla{ting the rocks, as.the miners generally give a falute 
of half a dozen blafts, in quick fucceffion, by way of 
welcome to thofe diabolical manfions. 

At the bottom of this amazing work, the monftrous 
cavern or vacuum above, the glimmering light of 
cartdles, and nafty fuffocating {fmell of fulphur and 
gunpowder, all confpire to in@reafe your furprile, and 
heighten your apprehenfions. 

This fingular Mine, in its pofition, fituation, and 
inclination, is different from any yet difco. ered in Eu- 
rope, Afia, Africa, or America. The wonderful mafs 
of copper ore with which the mountain is impregnated, 
runs not in regular veins or courfes; but finks per- 
pendicularly down, widening and {welling out at the 
bottom, in form of a bell. 

Suppofe yourfelf now upwards of two hundred fa- 
thoms deep in the bowels of a large mountain, in a 
great hollow of immenfe diameter; then fuppofe 
around you an impregnable wali of limeftone rock, 
interfperfed with fmall veins of copper ore, yellow, 
black, and fome brown, intermixed with fpar, mar- 
cafite, mundic, and other iulphureous compofitions, of 
all colours; and at the fame time figure to yourfelf the 
footy complexions of the miners, their labour, and 
miferable way of living in thofe fubterraneous regions, 
and you will then be apt to fancy yourfelf in another 
world. Yet thefe inhabitants, being trained up in 
darknefs and flavery, are not perhaps lefs happy, or 
lefs.contented, than thofe who poflefs the more Aatter- 
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ing enjoyments of light and liberty*. Hence the wif. 
dom of Providence is confpicuous, which as Pepe fays, 
has placed bappine/s no where to be bad, or every where, 


* It is fuppofed that there are no lefs than 40,000 working mi- 
ners daily under ground in the tin-mines in Cornwall; and perhaps 
as many, if not more, in other works of copper, lead and coal, in 
Great Britain. They reckon about 300,000 miners in Sweden, 
Germany, Hungary, Switzerland, Carinthia, Carnola, and other 
parts of Europe. And if we add the many thoufands employed in 
the various mines in Gouth America, Indians, Negroes, and white 
criminals, who are doomed to eternal darknefs below, over and 
above thofe employed above ground, we may modeftly admit fome 
millions of fouls, whofe bread depends on this laborious employ. 
‘ment, and where many thoufands live and die without ever fecing 
the light of the fun. 








Am Account or an ExTraornpinary Cuixzp, 


N the 14th of March, 1729, was born Charles, 


the fon of Richard Charlefworth, a carrier at 
Longnor, in the county of Stafford. At his birth he 
was under the common fize; but he grew amazingly 
fat, fo that by the time he was four years old, he was 
near four feet high, and in ftrength, agility, and bulk 
equal to a fine boy of ten years old, At five, he was 
four feet feven inches high, and could with eafe carry 
a man of fourteen ftone weight; and worked as a man 
at his father’s bufinefs. “Whis was the time of his 
full vigour, from whence he began gradually to de- 
creafe in ftrength like a man in the decline of life. 
At the age of feven years, his ftrength was gone ; his 
body was totally emaciated, his eyes were funk, and 
he died with all the figns of extreme old age, 
The above is extracted from the account publifhed 
by Mr. Smith, afurgeon of the fame place, and trani- 
mitted to the Royal Socicty, 
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On the RtsurRECTION. 


T. PAUL, in his defence before King Agrippa, 
faid, Why fhould it be thought a thing incredible 
with you that God fhould raife the dead? Well might 
he afk that queftion; for certainly he that created the 
living, can raife the dead; he who gave life at ‘firft, 
can doubtlefs call us again from death: that we fhall 
all be raifed again from the grave, is as certain.as that 
we fhall all go to it. 

The whole courfe of Nature demonftrates a refur- 
reCtion ; for every thing that dies in winter rifes again 
in iping, nothing in nature is abfolutely dead; cor- 
ruption ‘only changes the pgefent form of things, but 
does not annihilate t! + exilt@hce of them: every thing 
which is corrupted ¢~ time, rifes again in fome new 
fhape. 

Sinee this is the conftant courfe of univérfal nature, 
why fhould man, who poffeffes infinitely higher qua- 

lities than all other beings in this world, imagine he 
thall not revive again? : 

It is impoflible for any man, who will ferioufly re- 
ficct upon the intellectual powers he poffeffes, to fup- 
pole he was created for no other purpofe than a-fhort 
exiltence in this world: a little refle€tion muft con- 

vince him, he was made to enjoy a much fuperior fta- 
tion in another life; he will perceive how all creatures, 
in this world rife in gradation, from the worm up to 
himfelf; and from the mental faculties, he poflefles, 
will conclude that he was created to rife much higher 
in another life. And what his reafon tells him, is con- 
firmed by the facred fcriptures. 

Our ble fed Saviour, who is the refurrection and the 
life of the world, fays in St. John, chap. v. Verily, 
verily, I fay unto you, the hour't is coming and now is, 
When the dead fhall hear the voice of the Son of God; 
and they that hear fhall live. 
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Marvel not at this; for the hour is coming, in 
which all that are in the grave fhall hear his voice, and 
come forth; they that have done good, unto the re- 
furreétion of life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the refurreétion of damnation. 





~GEDaa- 
An Account of the Deatu of M. D. 


N April 1784, hearing that M. D. was fick, I went 

to fee her. The firft thing I did, was to convince 
her of her fallen condition; which by the bleffing of 
God, Ifoondid. As foon_as the faw herfelf, the wept 
exceedingly! When fhe &vas alone, fhe poured out 
her foul before the Lord in fervent prayer. Once 
when fhe was in the houfe alone, and thought no one 
nigh, I heard her at a confiderable diftance, as in an 
agony, pleading with God for his pardoning love! 

The Sunday before fhe died, I 2id feveral others 
went to fee her; and finding her deeply wounded on 
account of fin, and much afraid of death and judg- 
ment! we endeavoured to point her to the wounds of 
Jefus, as her only refuge. We alfo fung and prayed 
by her for a confiderable time. At laft, while WV. 7. 
was at prayer, fhe felt his words come with power, and 
faid, “* O how do I love that young man!” 

She now rejoiced with joy unfpeakable, and cried, 
* O death, where is thy fling! O grave, where is thy 
victory ! How little hurt canft thou do me now!” 
We then left her for the prefent; but on Tuefday re- 
turned again, and found her quite happy. She faid, 
“ Tenvy not kings their crowns; nor would I exchange 
my prefent condition for any thing on earth.”’ The day 
following fhe cried out, “ Let me go! Let me go! 
See my Saviour! Sce my Saviour! See my Saviour!” 
and then expired. : 

N. L. 
May 12, 1784. 
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An Authentic Account of Lord ’s Death. 


OME time fince, I heard a furprifing relation, 

which I had no reafon to difbelieve. WhenI was 
on the fpot, I hoped to procure a full account of all 
the circumnftances. But I was difappointed : being not 
able to procure any at all: the matter was quite hufh- 
ed up. Iwas glad, therefore, to find that Mr. Wills 
had procured the information which I could not. I 
believe every tittle of his relation is true, which fol- 
lows almoft verbatim. 


J. We 


« A Nobleman who had long purfued his abandoned 
courfes, as he lay in bed on night, was awaked out 
of his fleep (as he himfelf defcribed it) by a noife not 
unlike the fluttering of a bird, about the curtains. On 
opening his eyes he faw the appearance of a woman, 
(fuppoied to be the mother of one he had feduced, who 
died at this time of a broken heart.) He was fhocked 
and cried out, ‘* What do you want?’ She anfwered, 
“Tam come to warn you of your diffolution.” He 
anfwered, “* What! fhall I not live two months?” She 
replied, “* No: you will die within three days.” 

All the following day he was obferved to be greatly 
agitated in his mind. In the afternoon he told the ftory 
to many of his friends, in the Houfe of Lords. At 
breakfaft on Saturday, which was the third day, he 
appeared very penfive. But he affected to carry it off, 
faying, to thofe who were with him, ‘* Why do you 
look fo grave? What, are you thinking about the 
Ghoft? I am as weil as ever I was in my life.” He 
then (probably to get rid of thofe unwelcome thoughts) 
invited company to dinner. In the evening he faid to 
his company, “ A few hours more, and I thall- jockey 
the ghoft.” At eleven o’clock he retired to his cham- 
ber. Sometime after, he began to undrefs himfelf. 
Mean while his fervant was preparing for hima rhu- 





A FAIR REVENGE. 


barb draught, according to his cuftom. But having 
nothing to mix it with, he went out of the room for a 
fpoon. By the time he came into it again, his Lord- 
fhip was gettinganto bed. But before the man could 
give him the medicine, he reclined his head on the pil." 
low, fell into convulfions and died. The cries of the 
fervant alarmed the company: they flew to him; burt 
all was over. -Thus the event correfponded With the 
warning, which he had himfelf mentioned before to fe- 
veral perfons. And his friends who were in the houfe 
at the time, related it afterwards. A minifter, (fays 
Mr. Wills) who firft told it me, had the account from 
one of thofe gentlemen: which was confirmed to me 
afterwards by a religious perfon, related t¢ Lord 








~GEa?” 
A Fair REVENGE. 


Jeweller fold the wife of Galianus the Emperor, 

counterfeit glafs gems for true ones. The Em- 
preis being told of the cheat, requefted that he might 
have due punifhment. The Emperor commanded the 
man to be dragged from his prefence, and to be ex- 
pofed to a lion. But whilft the impoftor expected 
fome terrible lion to be let out to devour him, the 


head of a man appeared from the den: and by the 
Emperor’s order, proclaimed, ‘ He has played the 
‘cheat; and now he is cheated himfelf.” 








mC ep>D>> 
Fine CouracGe. 


ALCOLME, King of the Scots, hearing of a 
confpiracy to murder him, diffembled the know- 
ledge of it, till one day as he was hunting, he took the 
traitor apart from the company, and faid, “ Here is 
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now afit time and place to do that manfully, which you 
have intended to do treacheroufly, Draw your wea- 
pon then ; for if you now kill me, you can incur no 
danger.” With which fpeech the traitor was fo daunt- 
ed, that he fell down at the King’s feet, confeffed his 
fault, and humbly afked forgivenels ; 3 which being 
granted, he was ever after faithful to the King. 


MCD D> 





BROTHERLY Love. 


HEN the Emperor 4uguftus had taken Adiato- 

riges, a Prince of Capadocia, together with his 
wife and children, and had led them to Rome i in triumph, 
he gave orders that the father and the elder of the 
brothers fhould be flain. 

The Minifters of this execution came tgshe place 
_ofconfinement, and enquiring which of the brethren 
was the eldeft, there arofe a vehement contention be- 
twixt the two young Princes; each of them affirming 
himfelf to be the elder, that by his death he might 
preferve the life of the other. The mother at laft pres 
vailed with her fon Dyetentus, that he would permit his 
younger brother to die in his ftead. Auguflus was at 
length certified of this, and not only lamented that act 
of his feverity ; but gave an honourable fupport to the 
mother and her furviving fon. 
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ConjyuGaL AFFECTION, 


N the reign of Vefpafian, there was a rebel! lion in 

wl, the ~ chief leader of which was Fulius Sabinus. 

Lhe-@auls being reduced, the Captain of them was 

fought after: but he had hid himfelf in a vault which 
Nona 





A REMARKABLE WILL. 
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was the monument of his grandfather, and caufed 2 
report to be fpread of his death. He had a wife whot 
name was Eponina. She knew nothing of his fatety, 
but bewailed his death with inconfolable tears: there 
were only two of his freed-men who were privy to ir; 
who pitying their lady (who was determined to die, 
and in order thereunto had now abftained from all food 
for three days) declared her purpofe to her hufband, 
and befought him to fave her that loved him fo well: 
it was granted, and fhe was told that her Sadiius lived, 
She came to him in te tomb, where they lived undif- 
covered for the fpace of nine years. She conceived 
and brought forth children in that folitary manfion, - 
At lait the place of their abode coming to be known, 
they were taken and brought to.Rome ; where Ve/pafian 
commanded they fhould be flain. Eponina fhewing her 
children, ** Behold, O Czfar,” faid fhe, “ fuch as! 
have brought forth and bred up in 2 monument, that 
thou migiteft have more fuppliants for our lives.” But 
i e/pafian could not be moved, fo they were both led to 
death: and Epenine joyfully died with her hufband, 


who had been before buried with him for fo many years 
» together. 
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A REMARKABLE WIHLL. 


UDAMIDAS the Corinthian had Areteus and 
Charixemus for his friends. They were both rich; 
whereas he was exceeding poor. When he departed 
this fife, he left a will, wherein the following lines 
were Written. 

I give and bequeath to Areteus, my mother, to be 
kept and foftered in her old age, as alfo my daughter 
to Charixemus, to be married with a dowry as great as 
he can afford. But if any thing fall out to either of thefe 
men, my will is, that the other fhall perform that which 
he fhould have done, had he lived. 
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This teftament being read, they who knew the po- 
verty of Eudamidas, accounted it_all as mere fport; 
but thofe to whom the bequelts were left, came torth- 
ye: ratifying what was commanded in the will. Che- 
vemus died within five days after. Aretaus taking 
upon him both charges, kept the mother of Exdami- 
das; and as oon as might be, difpoted of his daughter 
in marriage: and of five talents which his eftate a-- 
mounted to, two of them he gave in dowry his 
own daughter, and two more with the daugiw®F of his 
friend, and had their nuptials folemnized® on one and 
the fame day. 





GC ep >?” 
The Rev. J. Godwin, Paftor of a Diffenting Congregatien, 


at Wifbeach, gives the following remarkable Account. 


N the year 1749, a gentleman came to refide in this 
town. He feemed to be a perfon well educated ; 

but fo wicked in his converfation, that th ber part, 
of the town dhunned his company. , 

After he- had been fome time here, he was feized 
with a violent diforder, which confined him tw his bed } 
and was under great terror.of mind. In this fituation 
he fent for me. I found him very illin bed; but tho- 
roughly fenfible. He told me he was glad to fee me, 
and defired I would pray by him. Before I did this, I 
defired he would give me an account of his former life. 
On which he faid, < My father, who was a fober, godly 
man, died when I was young, and left a very plentiful 
fortune behind him. My mother was very fond of me, 
and fent me to London for education ; where, being 
naturally very gay, I foon contracted acquaintance with 
many loofe and wicked youths, and.was guilty of al- 
moft all forts of wickednefs. “But notwithitanding this, 
I read the fcriptures, and prayed every morning and 


»- 
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night ! but now, alas! my fins ftare me in the face; 
and I believe I am beyond the reach of mercy.” 
When he had given me this account, I prayed with 
him, and fet before him the fulnefs of Chrift: and told 
him how able and willing he was to fave all that came 
unto him. I then went away, and left him a little ber- 
ter; but ftill under great terror of mind, which conti- 
nued fome days. Elowever I vifited him every day, 
and after awhile he feemed to have fome hopes. But 
one day when I came to fee him, I found him more 
difcouraged than ever, and quite in defpair. On en- 
quiring how he was, he aniwered, “ No hope! No 
mercy !”” Iafked what was the matter? He faid, “ Laft 
night I dreamed, Satan came to me, and told me, “ It 
is in vain for thee to expect mercy; for in a very fhort 
time thou wilt be with me forever.” But though I 
reafoned with him, and told him this was only a chimera, 
and the effect of his diftemper; it was all in vain. I there. 
fore left him full as bad as I found him. However, | 
went again the next day, and found him much in the 
fame mind. I went again the day after, which was 
Friday, and then, to my great furprife, found him re- 
jeicing in Chrift. Ithen afked him what this alter- 
ation was owing to? He anfwered, “ Laft night I 
' dreaméd that Jefus Chrift came to me, and toid me 
my fins were forgiven, and that Satan was ftill a har, 
and bid me not fear! And now, Sir, faid he, you may 
think this is a chimera. But I give you this asa 
fign. It is now Friday; if thisis true, I fhall die on 
the Lord’s-day, at three o’clock in the afternoon. If 
Idie then, you may conclude I am faved. But if I 
afs that time, or die before, I fhall not be faved. 
his he fpoke with great cheerfulnefs ; and whenever 
I vifited him after that, I always found him very com- 
fOrtable. 
On the Lord’s-day, I called on him in the fore- 
- noon, and found him triumphing in the God of his 
falyation. Icalled again after the morning-fervice, and 
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found him ftill the fame. After dinner, (at one 
o'clock) I met the phyfician there. Itook him afide, 
and without giving him any reafon,. defired to know 
what he thought of his patient? The phyfician faid, 
He is in a very bad way; butinno immediate danger. 
Ithen went into the room, took leave of him, and 
went tothe Meeting. As I came back, I called again, 
and afked how he_was? and was told by the nurfe, 
« He died as thé tléck ftruck Three !” 








“QE D> 
A REMARKABLE ANECDOTE. 


N the Duke of Suidly’s Memoirs, book the tenth, 
I there is a very remarkable account conceraing the 
lady of the conftable of France, then (in the year 
1599) i in the flower of her age, and fuppofed to be 


one of the moft beautiful women in Eurcpe. The ac- 


count was given by feveral ladies who were then at 
her houfe. She was converfing cheerfully with them 
in her clofet, when one of her : women came in, who 
feemed to be under great emotion, and, faid, ‘“ My 
lady, a gentleman is juft entered your anti-chamber, 
who is very tall, and quite black, and defires to {peak 
with you. He fays itis about affairs of great con- 
fequence, which he cannot communicate to any but 


you.’ At every circumftance relating to this extra- 


ordinary courier, which the woman was ordered to 
defcribe minutely, the lady was feen-to turn pale, and 
was fo opprefied with horror, that fhe was hardly able 
to tell her woman, to intreat the gentleman, in her 
name, to defer his vifit to another time. This mef- 
lage fhe delivered; but he anfwered in a tone which 
filled her with aftonifhment, “If your lady~ will noe 
come to me, I will go and feek her in her clofet,’? 


At laft the refolvedgto go to him; but with. + the 
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marks of deep defpair. In a fhort time fhe returned 
to her company, bathed in tears and half dead with 
difmay. She was able only to {peak a few words “to 
take leave of them; particularly the three ladies who 
were her friends, and to affure them fhe fhould never 
fee them more. That inftant fhe was feized with ex- 
quifice pains: all her beauty was gone. Every feature 
of her face was changed ; and fheybecame a ipectacle 
ci horror. At the end of three @ays fhe died in the 
utmoft agonies both of body and mind. 

“ Of this flory (the Duke very gravely adds) the 
wife thought as they ought to think.” ~ Suppofe the 
. flory to be true; fuppofe it be related juft as it oc- 
curred (and there is no fhadow of reafon to imagine 
the contrary,) all wile men ought to think, that God 
permitted an evil {pirit to put an end to the life of an 
evil woman. 








~C EDD 
SPANISH GENEROSITY. 


N the year 1746, when we were at war with Spain, 
the Elizabeth, of London, Captain William Ed- 
wards, coming through the Gulph from Jamaica, richly 
laden, met with a molt violent ftorm, in which the 
fhip {prung a leak that obliged them to run into the 
Havannah, a Spanifh port. The Captain going on 
fhore, directly waited on the Governor ; told the oc- 
cafion of his» putting in, and that he furrendered the 
fhip as a prize, and himfelf and his men prifoners of 
war, only requefting good quarter. ** No, Sir, replied 
the Governor, if we had taken you in fair war at fea, 
or approaching our coaft with hoftile intentions, your 
thip would then have been a prize, and your people 
prifoners; but, when diftreflgd by a tempelt, you 





come into our port for the fafety of your lives, we 
your enemies being men, are bound as fuch, by the 
laws of humanity, to afford relief to diftrefled men who 
afk it of us. We cannot, even againft our enemies, 
take advantage of an act of God. You have, leave 
therefore to unload your fhip, if that be neceflary to 
ftop the leak ; you may ye her here, and trafic fo 
far as fhall be neceflary to pay the charges ; you may 
then depart, and I will give you a pals, to be in force, 
till you are beyond Bermuda ; if afcer that you -afe 
taken, youthen will be a lawful prize: but now you 
are only’a ftranger, and have,a a ftranger’s right to fatety 
and protection. ” The fhip acc ordingly dep yarted, and 
arrived fafe in London. 
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A Defeription of the Crock and Crock-Hovse, af 
Strafburg. 


. 


EREIN nine things are to be confidered, 
whereof eight are in “the wall; the ninth (and 
tiac the molt wonderful) ftands on the ground, three 
feet from the wall. This is a great globe of the hea- 
vens, perfectly defcribed, in which are three motions: 
one of the whole globe, which difplays the whole 
he avens, and moves about from the EFaft to the Weft 
in twenty-four hours: the fecond is of the Sun, which 
runs through the figns there defcribed, once every 
year: the third is of the Moon, which runs heft courte 
in twenty cight days. Sothat in this globe you may 
view the motions of the whole Heavens, the motion of 
the Sun and the Moon, every minute of an hour, the 
rifing and falling of every Star (amongft which ftars 
are the makers of this work, Difipodius and Wolkis 
frevius) deicribed. The igftruments of thefe motions 





are hid in the body of a pelican, which is portraited 
under the globe. The pole is lifted up to the eleva. 
tion of Stra/burg, and noted by a fair ftar made in 
brafs: the zenith is declared by an angel placed in the 
midft of the meridian. The fecond thing to be ob- 
ferved (which is the firft on the wall) are two great 
circles one within another, the one eight feet, the other 
nine feet broad; the outmoft moves from the North to 
the South once in a year, and hath two angels, one on 
the North-fide, which points every day in the weck ; 
the other on the South-fide, which points what day 
fhall be one half year after. The inner circle moves 
from fouth to north, once ina hundred years, and hath 
many things defcribed about it; as the year of the 
world, the year of our Lord, the circle of the fun, the 
proceffions of equinoctials, with the change of the fol- 
ftitial points, which things fall out by the motions 
which are called trepidations ; the leap year, the mov- 
able featts, and the dominical letter, or golden num- 
ber, as it turns every year. There is an immovable 
index, which inclofes, for every year, all gthefe things 
within it; the lower part of which index ts joined to 
another round circle, which is immovable, wherein 
the province of Mfatia is fairly deferibed, and the. city 
of Strafburg. 

On both fides of thefe circles, on the wall, the eclipfes 
of the fun and moon are, which are to come for many 
years, even fo many asthe wall might contain. The 
third thing, a little above this, is a weekly motion of 
the planets, as they name the day; as, on Sunday, the 
fun is drawn about in his chariot, accordingly as the 
day is fpent; and fo drawn into another place, t that 
before he be full in, you have Monday, that is, the 
moon clear forth, and the horfes of Mars’ chariot put- 
ing forth their heads: and fo it is for every day in the 
week. On this fide there are nothing but dumb pic- 
tures to garnifh the wall. The fourth thing is a dial 
for the minutes of the hour, fo that you fee every mi- 
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nute pafs. Two beautiful pictures of two children, 
are joined to either fide of this; he on the North-fide 
hath a fceptre in his hand, and when the clock ftrikes, 
he orderly tells every ftroke; he on the South-fide 
hath an hour-glafs in his hand, which runs juft with the 
clock, and when the clock hath ftriken, he turns his 
glafs. The firft thing above the minute dial, is the 
dial for the hour, containing the half parts alfo: 
the outermoft circumference contains the hours; but 
within it is a curious and perfect aftrolabe, whereby is 
fhewn the motion of every planet, his afpe<t, and in 
what fign, what degree, and what hour every one isin, 
every hour of the day: the oppofition likewife of the 
Sun and Moon, and the head and tail of the dragon. 
And becaufe the night darkens not the Sun, nor the 
day the Moon, or other planets, therefore their courfes 
are here exactly feen at all times. The fixth thing, is a 
circle, wherein are the two figns of the Moon’s rifing and 
falling ; at two feveral hollow places it is feen at what {tate 
fhe is; and her age is declared by an index, which is 
wholly turn@Pabout once inevery month. The feventh 
thing, are four little bells, whereon the quarters of the 
hour are ftruck ; at the firft quarter comes forth a little 
boy, and ftrikes the firft bell with an apple, and fo goes 
and ftays at the fourth bell, until the next quarter; 
then comes a lufty youth, and he with a dart ftrikes 
two bells, and fucceeds into the place of the child; at 
the third comes forth a man in arms, with a ha!bard in 
his hands, and {trikes three bells, he fucceeds into the 
place of the young man; at the fourth quarter, comes 
an old man with a ftaff, having a crook at the end, and 
he with much ado, being old, -{trikes the four beil 

and ftands at the fourth quarter, until che next quar- 
ter; immediately to ftrike the clock, comes death, in 
the room above the other, for this is the eighth thing: 
and this underftand, that at each quarter he comes 
forth to catch each of thofe former ages away with 
him; but at acontrary fide, inthe fame room where 

Ooo 
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he is, comes forth Cérif, and drives him in: but when 
the laft quarter is heard, Chri gives him leave to eo 
to the bell which is in the midift, and fo he ftrikes with 
his bone, according to the hour: and he ftands at the 
bell, as the old man doth at his quarter-bell, till the 
next quarter, and then they go in both together. The 
ninth and laft thing in this right line, is the tower at 
the top of the work, wherein is a noble, pleafane 
chime, which goes at three, feven, and eleven o’clock, 
each time a different tune; and at Chrifmas, Eafer, 
and Whit/funtide, athank{giving unto Cbrif: and when 
this chime has dgne, the cock (which ftands on the 
top of the tower, on the North-fide of the main work) 
naving ftretched out his neck, fhook his comb, and 
clapped his wings twice, crows twice; and this he 
doth fo fhrill and naturally, as would make any man 
“Wonder ; and if they chufe, who attend the clock, 
they can make him crow more times. In this tower, 
are conveyed all the inftruments of thofe motions, 
which are in the forefaid things. 


~~ Ea a> 
A Cure for the Cancer in the Breaf. 


KEEP it moift with Linfeed Oil, and often wath it 
with Milk. 


“QEDD-— 





The Eprrapu engraved on the Tomb of Cyrus. 


[ Compofed by himfelf. ] 


HOSOEVER thou art, O man! or whence- 

foever thou.comeft; to this thou muft at laft 
arrive. Iam he that conquered the Perfian Empire; 
and I pray thee not to envy me this little portion of 
earth, which covers my poor body. 
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Letters. 


LETTER XXXVI, 
{From Mifs C, M. to the Rev. Mr. Welley.] 


September 26, 1765. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 


CANNOT be difpleafed at your labouring to do 
me good. We have as much need to attend to our 
Snepherd’s warning, as to his comfertable vol, the 
one prepares us to receive the other, When the Lord 
lovingly reproves me for turning to the right hand or 
the left, I thankfully receive his kind admonitions, and 
Lefteem it as a proof of his love, and a freth affurance 
that he rejoices in my profperity. You may fee my 
dangers mage clearly thanI do myfelf; but if felf-love 
and partially do not blind my eyes, I think I am very 
free from enthufiafm. Iam fenfible of the bleffing of 
pofleffing the fpirit of faith, of love, and of a found. 
mind, and it is my defire to be fober minded, and to 
hope to the end, liying as one that loves, and y_aits 
for the appearing of the great God our Saviour. 
You quite mifunderftood me, if you think I am 
fecking after any higher, or different Perfection, 
“ than love filling the heart, and governing the life,”’ 
This I efteem my calling’s hope, and this I am per- 
fuaded you’ wifh me to poffels. O that the Lord 
would come fuddenly to his temple, and give me to 
feel, ‘* The King of Ifrael, the Lord of Hofts is in 
the midft of thee, and thou fhalt fee evil no more,” 
I find comfortable feafons. God is prefent with me; 
and I rejvice in hope of being filled with the fulnefs of 
love. I hope the time is at h hand ; the Lord knoweth 
the mind of the fpirit, and I believe he will fuléil the 


fecret and unutterable breathings of my foul, 





Mrs. C—— has received no witnefs that the fhould 
never fall, She only fo lives in Jefus, as to be filled 
with love, prayer, and thank{giving. It is true, that 
for fome years fhe has enjoyed a great deliverance from 
evil, but yet has often felt things which fhe knew were 
not quite right: and though the ftill cries ‘© Not as 
though I had already attained, or were already per- 
fected,” yet the enjoys the approbation of Him, in 
whofe favour is lite, Now 1 really believe, though 
Mrs. C. and Mifs B. I, and moft of the people in Lon- 
don (who received the blefling, as it was called) were 
brought into a {weet liberty, yet we were not in a ferip- 
tural fenfe, perfected in love, We did not rejoice ever- 
more, pray ‘without ceafing, and in every thing give 
thanks. And if we weigh ourfelves in the balance of 
your farther thoughts of perfection, which I believe 
are according to the Scriptures, we muft acknowledge 
we were among the number of thofe who had received 
a greater degree of grace, but were not faved from fin. 
Yet I do not believe we were ina delufion. Names al- 
ter not the nature of things. I believe ” being un- 
fkilful in the word of righteoufnefs was a‘Mindrance to 
us, as it prevented our afking that we might receive, 
that our joy might be full. Another thing was, our 
experience falling fhort of the {cripture-evidences, 
threw us into end! Tefs perplexities, which were a means 
of weakening our faith ; whereas, had we known de- 
terminately the thoughts God had of us, we fhould 
have gone on our way rejoicing, praifing him for what 
_he had done, and praying him to fupply all that was 
Jacking. I believe this was the cafe of ts only many 
in London, but in many other parts, and I judge ts 
Mifs M. D ’s. Ithink fhe has been thus bleft; 
but I believe fhe will go through many refining fires, 
before fhe will do the will of God on earth as itis done 
in heaven. 

Thus fir, I have wrote freely the fentiments of my 
mind. IfI judge wrong, I hope the Lord will reveal 
jttome. I defire to be open to conyiction, 
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I think fometimes that I take up too much of your 
precious time in reading, and anfwering my letters ; 
yet I thought if I was filent to your laft, it would look 
as if I had not fuch a fenfe of my obligation to you, for 
your kind cautions, as I really have. I am, dear fir, 
with repeated thanks for all favours, . sur affectionate 
and obliged fervant, 


LETTER XXXVI. 


{From Mifs Perronet, to the Rev. Mr. Wefley.] 


Shoreham, O€t. 19, 1765. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 


BLESS God who has returned you back to us 
again! May our love to him conftrain us to profit 
more abungently by your labours. I am fo dull a 
difciple, that at times I am almoft difcouraged, be- 
cauie | cannot profit more. I greatly long to come 
forward. 1 want to feel my heart purified by faith: I 
want him to make my nature pure, and to feel his 
love conftraining all the powers of my foul to love’ him 
asain; and in confequence of that, to lave all his com- 
mandments. Indeed they are, more than ever, ex- 
ceeding precious to my ‘foul; yet I fometimes find 
fomething contrary to love, and to the lowly mind 
that was in Jefus, arife in my heart, which exceeding- 
ly pains me, together with the remains of unbelief, 
which often thrufts fore at me. And yet at times I 
hope my foul has entered in, but I am not eftablifhed, 
or preferved in Jefus. I find it fo hard to keep a 
fenfe of the freenefs of grace on my mind, that it 
makes me grieve; but chiefly when I am fpeaking of 
itto ethers. I give him all my heart and life; and 
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my foul is greatly athirft for him: but Ihave not the 
power to abide in his prefence. I want to be always 
with him. - He gives me much power and plainnefs of 
fpeech in es to others; yet, at times, I let go 
an opportunity of fpeaking, thinking they may foon 
fall in my way again: awhile afterwards, I fee this js 
not the way, and fear left God fhould not grant me 
fuch a gracious opportunity with them again. Upon 
the whole, Iam thoroughly diffatisfied with mytelf, 
for want of faithfulnefs to God, and for want of fimple 
faith. I fhould have been glad to have refrefhed your 
foul with writing better things; but I hope you will 
continue to bear with me, and that you will tell me 
what is the word of the Lord concerning me. In fo 
doing you will greatly oblige your friend and Servant. 


A. PERRONET, 


+ DB —— 


Poetry. 


Verses, /uppofed to be written by Alexander Selkirk, during 
bis folitary abode in the Ifland of Juan Fernandez. 


AM monarch of all I furvey, 

My right there is none to difpute ; 
krom the centre all round to the fea, 

I am lord of the fowls and the brute. 
Oh,Solitude where are thy charms, 

That fages have feen in thy face? 
Better dwell in the midft of alarms, 

Than reign in this horrible place. 


I am out of Humanity’s reach, 
I muft finifh my journey alone ; 
Never hear the fweet mufic of fpeech, 
I ftart at the found of my own. 
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The beafts that roam over the plain, 
My form with indifference fee, 
They are fo unacquainted with man, 

Their tamenefs is fhocking to me. 


Society, friendfhip, and love, 
Divinely beftow’d upon man; 
Oh had I the wings of a dove, 
How foon.would I tafte you again! 
My forrow I then might afluage, 
In the ways of Religion and Truth, 
Might learn from the wifdom of age, 
And be cheer’d by the fallies of youth. 


Religion ! what treafure untold, 
Refides in that heavenly word! 
More precious than filver and gold, 
Or all that this earth can afford. 

But the found of the church-going bell, 
Thefe vallies and rocks never heard, 
Ne’er figh’d at the found of the knell, 
Or {mil’d when a fabbath appear’d. 


Ye Winds that have made me your fport, 
Convey to this defolate fhore, 

Some cordial endéaring report 

’ Of a land I fhall vifit no more. 

My friends do they now and then fend, 
A with or a thought after me? 

O tell me, I yet have a friend, 
Though a friend I am never to fee. 


How fleet is a glance of the mind! 

Compar’d with the {peed of its flight, 
The tempett itfelf lags behind, 

And the fwift winged arrows of light. 
When I think of my own native land, 

In a moment I feem to be there; 
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But alas! Recollection at hand, 
Soon hurries me back to defpair. 


But the fea-fowl is gone to her neft, 
The beaft is laid down jn his lair, 
Even here is a feafon of rett, 
And I to my cabin repair. 
There is mercy in every place, 
And Mercy, encouraging thought ! 
Gives even Affliction a grace, 


And reconciles man to his lot. 


A COMPARISON 


HE lapfe of time and rivers is the fame, 

Both {peed their journey with a retilefs. ftream ; 
The filent peace with which they fteal away, 
No wealth can bribe, no pray’rs perfuade to ftay ; 
Alike irrevocable both when paft, 
And a wide ocean {wallows both at laft. 


Though each refemble each in ev’ry part, 


A difference ftrikes at length the mufing heart ; Td 
Streams never flow in vain; where ftreams abou 

How laughs the land with various plenty crown’dly. 

~- But Time which fhould enrich the nobler noe 

» Negleéted, leaves a dreary wafte behind. 7 


D &* Ai ‘tie 


An ErickaM. 


HAT you muft dig, not Truth itfelf more true; 
Nor lefs is this, that unprepar’d are you 

Who carelefs live, although to-morrow’s fun 

May fix your fate, as changelefs as undone! 





